One gets to pay 260 hryvnias per day on the impound lot
December 25, 2009
Metropolitan traffic policemen take seized cars to the expensive private parking
A novel business has been started in Kiev. The slightest infringement is enough for the State traffic police (STP) to send the car off to impound lot; the latter being not their own police compound, which tows a car for 50 hryvnias per day, but a private parking, where car enthusiasts are charged as much as 260 hryvnias! Traffic police assures that their own lots are filled to full capacity, and they have no interest in redirecting cars to private jockeys.
The Kiev citizen Wladimir Hmura, whose car was seized for lacking the liability insurance policy, has approached “Segodnya” newspaper. He was compelled to spend three days and 780 hryvnias to retrieve his car, since it was taking an hour to hand out one or two cars. Having inquired “why so expensive”, he received a ready-to-wear answer: “Security costs a lot”. What is more, the money were to be paid to the current account not of the state institution, but of a certain private entrepreneur, who had a contract signed with the STP, as Wladimir was explained. Hmura demanded for a document confirming the payment, and was given… a piece of paper with a sum of the payment, without any company requisites or seal.
The journalists of “Segodnya” have visited the Zheleznodorozhnoye Highway, 9, where this special impound lot is located. The security didn’t let us inside, and the company management refused to comment on the matter, too. Over a dozen of drivers present were outraged with “lawlessness and brigandage”. Many of them told us, why they had got there: one of them had forgotten his driver license and logbook at home, another one used to drive with an overdue proxy card, the third one lacked the liability insurance policy, and the fourth one didn’t have a first aid kit! Owing to all of this traffic inspectors had taken their cars to the impound lot. “I want to get my car and the documents on the payment for towing service, and to sue the owners of this company; let they explain why their service is five times as expensive as service at other places”, - says the Gazel’ owner Sergey Borzykh.
THE OFFICIAL POINT OF VIEW. The owners of the private impound lot refused to comment on the matter. The head of the Kiev police press office Wladimir Polishchuk admitted that such an impound lot does exist: “Every day the inspectors detain cars, which are driven without driver license, logbook and other documents. They should be placed somewhere, and our own space is not enough. The authorities called for tender among the owners of private parking lots on the condition that the price was the minimum and the police didn’t have to pay rent. The company on the Zheleznodorozhnoye Highway has won. The police doesn’t earn on it, there is no basis for arguing that anyone is giving kickback to the police, this company has been inspected by prosecutor’s office”. The STP also denies that traffic inspectors were instructed to destine cars exactly to this impound lot. “The inspector is entitled to check if the driver has driving policy, and to evacuate the car in case the policy is absent; he doesn’t need any additional orders” – informed us Nina Khmelevskaya, the head of the STP press office.
However, lawyers don’t think so. “If a driver lacks driving policy, the inspector is obliged to impose a fine on the driver, not seize his car. In respect of the increasing mass character of such events, the STP inspectors may have their own money interest”, - the advocate Wadim Wolodarsky is convinced. Alexey Svyatogor, his colleague, says that unless a driver has violated traffic rules, he is not allowed to be stopped, let alone his car to be seized. Traffic inspectors are entitled to check the availability of insurance policy only during car maintenance and in the case of road accident or traffic rules violation.
DEMAND FOR THE REPORT

The STP inspectors are entitled to seize the car due to the lack of documents only when there is a technical malfunction or a road accident. Concerning the lack of insurance policy, there are different interpretations of the law – the car may be seized as well as not. “Demand for drawing up a violation report. If the car is taken to impound lot, you will be able to retrieve the parking money through the court”.
http://www.segodnya.ua/ukraine/na-shtrafploshchadke-derut-po-260-hriven-v-den.html
